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The time was more than fifty years ago.  The respected and prosperous Hong Kong 

He knew he would not live to see his youngest son, who was still a child, reach maturity.  How 
could he provide for the boy’s future even when he would not be there to watch over the son 
as he grew up?  After many sleepless nights the father came up with his solution: a two-stage 

nine, sadly, the father did indeed die, and the boy was brought up by his devoted mother.

He grew up to learn his lessons well.  After education in Hong Kong and Canada culminating 

business, now much larger than the one left behind by the father.  The son had learned that a 

valued philanthropic enterprises in the city.  The double heart of this enterprise is care for the 
elderly, and care for the young.  When the boy grew up he wanted to honor the memory and the 
wisdom of the elderly father he hadn’t actually known; while just like that father he wanted to care 
for young people even if he didn’t actually know them. 

Fai Charitable Foundation.  Following are just some of the many achievements of the Foundation, 
or should we say the achievements of Dr Leong through his Foundation, in providing care not just 
for children and the elderly but for the poor. 

Care Programme for Elders with Dementia, which is attached to the Tung Wah Hospital and offers 
screening tests and home- and centre-based services, as well as boosting public awareness on 
dementia as it tours around the territory of Hong Kong.  Many beds and mattresses have also been 
donated for elderly and rehabilitation residential homes.  Professorships in neurology, social work 

purpose of improving services for older people. 

Tai Hung Fai Charitable Foundation has also provided a wide range of support to the Hong 



congenital heart disease are helped through the Adventist Pediatric Heart Fund.  An alarming and 
debilitating condition often associated with ageing, Parkinson’s disease, is addressed through the 
Hong Kong Parkinson’s Disease Foundation, of which Dr Leong is an Honorary Advisor.  The 

enabling a much longer period of assistance to those with special needs for whom the government 
subsidy was not adequate. 

mainland children through the China Foundation for Poverty Alleviation.  Tuition fees and living 

care packages have been offered to primary students.  Dr Leong also runs programmes in China 

the Hong Kong Ling Liang Church.

And of course, closest of all to home, here at The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Dr 

Professorship, for research into nutritional strategies for successful ageing and the impact of the 

To this very day Dr Leong has remained true to the wisdom he learned and the gratitude he 
felt as a nine-year-old boy, arising from the decisions of a father he never really knew.  And also 
from a mother he still knows: Dr Leong, famously, has dinner with his mother every evening, 

years ago named the new company Tai Hung Fai after the brightness of her son; and she still lives 

elderly, which has been given such enhanced contemporary urgency by the worldwide social and 
demographic changes associated with our ageing populations.  The other is the responsibility to 

one’s giving.  Dr Leong’s philosophy of philanthropy is that you do good, but you don’t remember 
the details.  That would be to turn the act of giving into something self-regarding.  A father who 
thinks only of how to look after his son long after his own death is the opposite of self-regarding.

of the elderly, the young and the needy to the Hong Kong and broader Chinese communities and 

for the award of an Honorary Fellowship of the University.
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